
Honouring Black Muslim Women of Winnipeg
Celebrating Black History Month

The event commenced with a warm welcome to the esteemed keynote speaker, the 
Honorable Uzoma Asagwara, who holds the position of Minister of Health, Seniors, and 

Long-Term Care. As the first non-binary Member of the Legislative Assembly in Manitoba, 
their historic election in 2019 marked a significant milestone in the province's political 

landscape. With a background in healthcare as a psychiatric nurse and addictions specialist, 
as well as a remarkable career in basketball, Uzoma Asagwara embodies resilience and 
leadership.

Following the introduction of the keynote speaker, several distinguished honorees were 
introduced, each with their own inspiring journey:

In addition to celebrating the resilience and contributions of these remarkable individuals, 
the Islamic Social Services Association (ISSA) is honored to recognize their achievements 

and dedication to their communities. ISSA acknowledges the importance of resilience in 
overcoming challenges and is committed to supporting individuals like Zebiba Ibrahim, Siti 
Birkan, Shakirat Ibitoye, Aynalen Ali, and Hodan Ali in their endeavors. Through its programs 

and services, ISSA continues to promote empowerment, advocacy, and community building, 
ensuring that the voices and experiences of diverse individuals are heard and respected.

Zebiba Ibrahim, Manager of Community Support Program at the Canadian Muslim 
Women’s Institute, shared her journey of overcoming challenges as an immigrant 
woman to pursue education and contribute to nonprofit organizations, emphasizing the 
importance of resilience and finding one's place.
Siti Birkan, Community Services Manager at Manitoba Islamic Association, brought forth 
her remarkable journey from Somalia to Canada, highlighting her dedication to 
humanitarian work and community service, which continues to inspire others.
Shakirat Ibitoye, Coordinator of Family Support ISSA, shared her story of resilience and 
commitment to education, demonstrating how she overcame adversity to positively 
impact lives in Winnipeg.
Aynalen Ali, founder of HIV Awareness Day and advocate for Muslim women's events in 
Canada, showcased her kindness, resilience, and dedication to creating a more informed 
and compassionate society.
Hodan Ali, Financial Empowerment Coordinator at Canadian Muslim Women’s Institute, 
brought her diverse educational background and commitment to community 
development, empowering newcomers and advocating for positive transformations.
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Here are the Honorees






